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TRODUCTION:
Sukti cul) iva deap ¢

gl and kistagical
phenasiennn which svolved thrsughoul the ages in the workl,
Sabtiun is thazuleof hippit farmal, L b P

dleity, Tn Tt (his dedty is vasinuely Lo m Sev, Dusgus, Kali,
Ka Ll . Kamakining, Tiara, Condi, Cammmal
Sakambari ele. Verious nomes Indleate differsnt forme e
manifestasonsedthe sme poddess {Barmuiart 31 7). Saktiam had
been mevailing widely in Asan since ancient period, It was &
dommant cult of Awmrs beth in snofest and nedieval pesiod up fo
the advsist of renvaisnnvsmand even ludsy it occupies 8 ey
Ploce, Tiee two prinscipal werks composed ' Assan, Kaliks Parara
et Figfkgaina Gead maindy wih e Sakil cob. The adiarisg
e sliekses destinied 10 Aomalitia
ind Dikkerovasind  sltusted in Guwahstl and Fadin
meapectively(Ssmrt), Resswaed nchiolor 3. Bans dhoerved
m this ragard “Throaghoat the medisval periad, sven down
the I8th centiry . the leading religion 4 A tsam, Rowiver dem &
b Saktam. Kamabhye is te most haly and Sameus shrise of the
sect.mnd with 8 worslip was assaciated he various rites, mantra,
rriicrat and spcrifices| Baren: E78), Vaimavism is also anotlee
weligious calt fkat has been prevailing since the Rigvedic A The

oA —

sensre ol Sakiiso huve he

o of” Viadmmanyism ure Tost in obscuwity but It s wue da e

Vuignasiem ie & grodhinl development &f the Aryen Yodic el
{Acharya:261) 1t earoed much popalurity 152 reaitt of Mt/
meaegreind whiich was originatest in Tamil reghom inarond 8 century
AD:- The movement Redit K. i

and eventually reached perther Iidis in arowmd 15° centuryA D,
o Assmm it spesad i e form of seovadmavite movement fed by
Srimuya Sikaradevaic. | 4481 5644 D) Within two dundred yeas

of iis inceps firmly estaklish B
i the valbey. Laterit hecnme:
W AREATIESE i it Sarmacl)
AREA OF STUDY:
Aron of study i the two villige: nasaly Too Antuls nud

i £ Cuk nres sitsated [ th partof the
Mlatelet Kampup, Asksm  swkich is papulnly knosm 46 South
Earnrug It is bouncled by the mighty river Brafmapstrs inthe muth
Thie area lyng both shces of NH. 37 ot o distasoe of 41 kms. to the
west of Guwebasi {Falukbad) b the losation af this study,

DRIECTIVE OF STUDY:

Peopleof fie men mdee sudy are divided talnly ne twe
sectons o1 11e basis of Uielr religious beferand practices — satir
anal verdvrena, Thriaighhis puper K is seempuat w highlight oo e
seligivus beliahs arl panetices of Vs b definite religousculis
ameng e Kaibaria

METHODOLOGY:

For the preparason ol the paper malnly two methods were adapged
f-e. Observatioe and Ieterview methed, To acquire’ peimary dats
rved different religious programmes, customs
some shries sad raghar of ih i interyiewed

prevalen in
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the artive benrers of the Thiths. Similndly few historical works,
wepublisicd thesss, soavenirs, pumphles were alss taken ns the
sewopdony souree,

RELIGIOUS MRACTICES OF SAKTA KAIDARTA:

Kaibarm i a tradition bownd communiy.lo practistng
liffenme it xaktd Ksibarts generably meininined 2 clear digtance
trom that of the upper Hindi saste. However it is 4l the same of
heir redigioes belbets with oz of ihe npper Hindu ceate wiih swne
SAERHION,

There k58 good  mumber of pods umd goddisses.dn Yedlo

g it ol

eults pnd vodsnuvim The diviniics
wimrskig inay be divided In 1 thiee categories Tn first citegory
pun-Iadian Cods sl waddcsses (Hhe M, Arisng, $ve. Digo,

R, Moruva, Flawekarem, ste

nry

airits woel, A,

renarkibie. OF thews some gods aid geddease are sworshipped
In b sovond cutemory there are sume doitlos which are

bclicral il I ¥

among the reral

warthipped by the

flk oF seuth Kermsrap and s s
Sivktrs Kasbart wf Kl Thaso defsicn havs thefe
sests ut & number of forsous sheines leeatsd ot Gawshat, Hajo and
Chliayeasn. Scms of the impertart shrives of Guwshati are
Kamukhzu. Umanandn. Asvablan, snd Bashighasmm and thaso
Tnyagnvie Madhavn snd Kedar Maharta 17}
+ Chandiken i Tnestod at Chlaygion

of Hajo and Srir
Another Shrine anlied S
{Champesle Magar) has grent religioas significance in the religions
Vit o Kndharta. W i important 1o be noed dhatimmenionof sarhen
Diurgs idol a the end of Durgs pon bas been perfomed solely by
Vhe Sebn K adbasta of Kukurmarn villnge & the river Kalshi fewing
near Kuburmnrz.. Apant fom these shere are some strictly. focal

deities. OF thess mertion may be made of pitamuri

Under this category may be inclided some hig block of siones in
bills of Sowth K phesi beinps There
ame: gome bamyan trees vhich are widely worshipped by the
Kaibsrtas, All these hove preat magico-religioussigificance in the
religinusTife of the Kaibarn (ibid. 5
Kaibarta occasonally visit shrines like pixrmata
lankerwar, bagheswari, aijerwar! and chamiika. Kathorta of
theseiwepl s the deities of i) i heir prardian
aginit, Ofthese Chandikz indisputably scoupies 3 pl I
henour amorg thes: Kaibertas, Chandik is believed 10 boa Incal
reprosencation of all India spread goddess Dwpe, Kaibare
clevotses like the ofber section of the society of Uie srea throoged
this fimoas shrine of satism throughout the year especally during
the Amsamese moath of chor and bohgy, They take part in the
sacrifice {boli) functior which ia performed in ihe day of ausiam
pria. They generally offer pigeon md duck n the Hems of merifice
tomeehes Chandika It & 8o leamt froem the study that Kaibartas
are very prome to take vows to oller sacrifice sfhe «goat or pigeon
to goddess Chandika in case their respeclive desires and
axpeciAtiang are Fulfifled.
Worship of sneke godiess M or St or Modmo
15 10 widely prevalen among these Kaarus. Manuse Manidie o

Claral (o Lindes Kt 1 i1 m o1
laakon e smnlis ity o ol misimelis

eentre of wonship The grop ty ¥
Thie folloving ere fow inyerinnt rituals performe by the

Sk Kalbarta of thase two villugss e statod by it ac

ive bearcrs,
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RITUAL ON Sivd 08 S04 PUIA:
Lort Siva- Mahadeya is helisved and worsaipped ai 8
hiuschold grd sumily and for gerwral

I

ofreligious scrizturs paricylurly the Geerain Assamese is whiely
accopiad &5 mesns of eaming religious mesit o Punrye,
BHELDLA:

welfre. To perform he rimal in fon with the hip of
sbva,  Kaibarta priestis imvited who offers prayes nf alter of Siva,
Stratl o devetional verses on S Fom Sive Paran ar recited by
the priesd wied the dovotces. Al the sod Praved or offering of
eatuhle i digributed smong the devosecs. Sivarutri is considerd us
I scions ight for i by the Kaibartas, On
thismight they offer prayer in @ieir respeetive villags shrioes lke
Burhgasain Thi

el wthier rewly catablinhed siva temples.

ihe night swike. The specinl
{moosicating) and e Ecioes drink prepared
by mixing hempl soms). Génza s bolieved ta be favouriteto sive
anil His devotees imespecve of ses ind even uge.

RITUAL IN KRISNA UOR SATFANARAYANA FUIA:
Eaibarta belisve lord Krisna su- the grestes god of the
Hindu pantheon.  Sotvawarayema pufe is the proper riual to
peaitiae the poc They perfiurm this riteal is Krisnn when family
fewis unsafe This rinml is conductel by 8 Kidbaria priest. Al the
i bhoges or leving are distribised ameng the devotees. T
ritml i nhserved annsally i cortain Kaihare
RITUAL ON LAKSIMI QR LAKSHMT PLUA:
This rianl is arranged by femnale fiske o ofter prayer Lakshmi,
hie gixdiess of wenlth. Hare yemes from Lakabn ofiark are recimd

b the devoizes

ETA PATHY

Ag the term sugpests it is the recitalion of Geeta
congreption of devotes sssembled in aritl fusction. Normully
experts called padhakare engaged forecii the seriptime. Resilaton

i floating of n ruft) it popular rital which
s widely practsed by the Kaibarta, The presiding deity of this
mal s Yimm]
e disross. Ton

blsssings &
s i Ennarn rdt i !
vilingers In this radt plgean, egis fruits Hike basana cocomut
havs besn offised o the deity. After offering praser the mfl is
reated along with the offeringarticles in theriver Kalahi, Kaibertas
ol Kul 1% dhserve this rius|
f Ruskisgy or Joth {ApeilMay),

ally in the Asoaimess ot

EHAAKT SETiA4:

Bhalkta Sews is anather religious otservance that has seen

A £ L R =

amongst the Vaisnam housedolders, but sparingly beld in satras.
Community feiit is arranged as s pant of the ehservance of this
riual. Pork and fisi are the maly food item of this observmce,
5 ¥ bl it fink witk Wl
i ot sa Thie practice was widely popular among the Kaiharta
village of 3 No: Ammole,and Kukvmars, Heve 8 Bhakat o 8 group
of Bhakaty wers henowred with devaton by the villages. Bhebar
Sewa was performed thiough bot Shagatara and Sarve sysem.

 Mewevor,

LIEF AND PRACTICES OF THE VAISNAVITE
KATBARTA:

Kaibara urdersent rkatle changes in
Dbeflefs and practics afer thelr fnltiaton into oco - Yainnism.
Keathartn heve not irvitisted i nen— Vissnavism inder the infivence
o Satrn instisions. Insiend, they became neo - Vaisnavite under
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3 izations ke Srmonta fevar Savhs snd
Eka Sorcms Bhogawari Samaj Asom. Halbana of Kukurmara
under the banmer of Eka Sorana Bhagowstl Samaj Asor kas
been perfarmiag their daify religious activiies 15 shown by their
Saranceharya Naram Des.
Weo-Valsnevite Kaibarta sre maanch foilowers of the religious
belief as shawn by Srimantn Sankardeva, Thus their bziiaf 1 based
on Ihe advaitavada |2 monothelsm | According 1w lis ductrme

Wisau or K iy, whie

Flere Airimia i regended astle v abssluts reelity or Puma Srafma
whu s irskcru {formbas), wirefioe (usattsched, pure) sad
wirguns (sttributelan: [opeit. Snrma 1811 Ax emphasised by

af all Ik itiesli i isei end
omaipresence,

Az prescher of neo- Y of deva, he
Kainarm befleve in the suprome sumendss toone God Le. Visnz
Krishne Officially i propagnied by is
known as tka sarang rawg dharme ( Necg - 156: Dec 2008).

m

their dally Tife aswell asin particular occasional functions. These
are widely followed in the commuanity mamyrhars as well o i
heaschold namghars of the Kaibarins. The sioging of hymns and
sengs, the chanting of prayers to the sccompaniment of naiical
instruments and the reciting and explination of he Bhagawans,
constitiste the chief featires of the services. The whaleprogramn:
is calied nome provangs Le. prayers and the functions conmreted
with priyers.

The medes of prasange performed by Eke Sarame
Buggawati Samuf have close resembiance with the prasanger
performed by Barpeta Satm. However, Kulbaniss of thess fwa
villages perform prosonge twice in & day cavept the Assamess
monl of Bhed aod wher ooeasional days. These are moming
serylee (proely prosomga) which i+ perfomed in svery soring.
Ottt 15 known sesndip prasorger and it is performed e the
g
By Saromi Bhengawart Samaj abosys regacd the Assamese

Bk ebsus, becnuse the d | aecasions like

Sarais o Sansket ward which means sielier and ko means oaly Krirk Tithi Le. death amik nsof hoth

e s fior ihve nnocs anel attrii ! il and Fall in this menth. Hencs the
Az stemeh moslbelst these Kaibartas renounce the wosship ofall Kaibartnt paeform four prercungn dedly theotighou this month ‘The
other Goda and God i i hem il krisma morring seevice is known e pronah prosmpa. Tstats daily at 4
i hi all cxherdiods am Thes dernoi have beliel am and endizres ahout twe bours. The eveniag servce & kbown
I the: iéod warshin Simi zidly i w3 semdipe prasmga, 1 starts at Go.m and lnsts about two hoars.

in the pame of religion, In essnce they cansider bhakl as the vita]
Iheme of their religious belef.
DAILY PRAVER SERVICE OF THE NEO-VAISNAVITE
KAIBARTA:
(NITFA PRASANGA)

Eta Sorcrus Bhorgowat! Samicd, Asom has introdueed the deily
prager sorviee (Wi prasmga) i be sllowed by the devotees in

However, this time schedule may vary slightly in different
mamphers. The detiled programme of srvice inghiding Ahencks

wonils and olher  in these two villigesh
ben discussed in Nina-Prasmgar Arkl (60 edition prepared,

hiihed and y the Ekn 5 vt Samaj. Asor,
20108 hilk ming di i rayer
=rvice.




MORNING SERVICE {PRATAH PRASANGA}N

Uil time of the heginning of nomin

s religheus itame aee praseribed i perform bath i the dady
andIn e R month, Meming ssrviee start; with the
 of & hhepion, o devotional s0dg
omani  anckhr onhlle Gleama fngs
prnger in the praise of gury talled gurs seea 8 gronp &
of high religioes mest mnmbsring s
o itation in kalfan

~Five perfonm e

i £t
wed by the chanting of the names of £00 Ao we —
g frerel ramia rawe. Afier that morning

o prepaatons for Prindavans
The second it consisis in choating anather bharineg which
seribes bw Foode used @ send Krishnn every day b tend
e with necessy supply of food. milk and clothes,
 third item conststs in Ghanting Mo — chand {proyer

'the momivg servize consists in fesding or
i & few Chapten

1 by caanting different mmes of Kriena and ¢

et the Shugeeeaa | Ihe service Hrizgs

anon

e from scoptare, | his chanting b5 kaown wpadsa

MID DAY SERVICE (MADDFAHNA PRASANGAL
1) The first iterm o the mid doy sarvies consists si°
1¢ ol ragas of syemc, akire, kedard, #dl

any

Alver that seme yatses frony the Bhrganvsis bs roaitad. AL fhe and
of it veries from Mmmgghiis
 thind it

st he mained. 1t brings to s

ars da b esaited,
o o e &l arant chapters of Kirpons
fferept

iy

I

by tharting the
erminates with oraver of forgiveness

cf Krizrs, Fmally fiw aervie
From Nawighors,

AFTERAOON SYEVITE (GIVAER PRASA
This sevias should star 4 2p.m. and same skuld be complesed
within Spum
[ ¥ThEssari i 5 ith ther an
. trisn povrhave gue o) pama g The nexd lem Sonss
i eeciting m (e chapeers from-mny-of fhe Dllowing scripais
Numgheesa, Bhakti — Ratagvals, Bhkrl - Rnakara, i Hhuskr!
— Proipie: In this sessic of service the women devoies meciles
Kirten = Ghogs. They perfom dibonar @ songreguiongl pr
and recittion from different chapiers of religo
Viisraylsm 1o the sccompanimert ol playing «

) & gy The sesond s thind ien ul 1k

emical wilithe ¥

d4* itema uf the meming mervice.
NICE (SANDHEL P

Exening mevice s with Roni T

anerial, Afeer

saréyen tup) hefire the
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Joy gurn saekara Sarie gunokory
Jakeri paiite ypang
Tiahar{ charans e juaa Rowei
Barukiy Rarihe: o
- Axth d ibem, some parts from Lilmaals which depd
the early life of

Krisna at Gokula snd Primdohasg see chanied,

i) Tive: vhisd i is valled RAclu prosemgs, T consists of wo
bargitas nng ta the

instrumeatnl playing on ki (a lenther vaimavite musical
i 11, The twn berg his hisr arrating
the glory and greatmess of krivmr

irThe foumh ilom mainy consists o chantng nams — chawda

o suarvins —chandu s describred I the third lvew of e moming

Rervize
The Tut ke bégins with the meitation of verses fimm Darona
Skandh of compesed by 5 s
service (praxanga) arz fimily brought to an end by Ivoking
glory to dam, deva gurw and Shakata {charl bast) and
sewkiag guee for the good of the wokd, At lengih peryer of
fargivenos it offased for any sin that may be coassivusly or
mearscioasly committed bn course of the day. The following
werse from Nestgiora i reited in this connection:

axpriii MMt momne pormmme
Sanmi pame parilo sorung

aporadha Eshoma karl il derparile hari
mikorakak karia karans

The samehins been rendered into English by Dy Maheswar
Mooy in fellowingterms :

213

“hinwing that thy meme & destrtive of lae0r Narspona |
take refuge in thy name.In desth fere i 80 athese way (of
gszape then the rercption of rame),Mayes thaw,0 gracious
Harl keep me ut thy Fost, having sxcused all my sins
(Meag357:1998).

PAL-NAMA [THE MOST SIGNIFICANT DEVOTIONAL
FUNCTION:
Agsart frem e saove there gre few other obuervances.
Of thess soecial mertion may be made of Pal-nawma.As the
tevm ol Saggests | it i a congregationa] prayer lasting for 2
Faw days md contivues even for a mont without any beeak or
frierve] (Sarme §9).Bka sarono Bhagawal Sond) consides
pol-noma 15 the most dgnificet oo larmn D memlion in
{his contest that sven the o proyer mking barget Bheian

P
ofinads - numes(Dedn, ed-0) Currently viisnavite K aiarts have

‘ean performi d of pal -nama of its gk known
s pravants kesart pol-noma annaslly.

Saktisen i1 the dominent belief of the Kalbarm of Kukurmarn.
Theiz imitintion in fo isnavism i nat an old
Therst intintion into ren vismvisin inthe closing

years of the sinth decads ofthe 20* rentary. Tlarsm Das 1 vaisnavite

scholir acied ss n phonber o brimg fe Kaibarta info the fid of nea-
i It tuith Is Tue the i

liks wirchoraft, ehild 4 d

vl pratises like imociension sadgumbling. At the same time iths

alins nheervad thint they especially the sakin K nibartes are conscions

about the presecvation of the vital elemenss of thelr avn folklore.
Nea-saismvite Kefbaita generally do not parti iy e kg
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progratmes of the sakin Koibnrin as teirbelisf doas not allow far
that But moee o less sabt knibarts mkey pait in all the roligions

ized by the n anbyite Kaibarta. In spitc of

o
&l fhexc differerces both the sections come forward tagether for
the crmesan souse of th socxty,
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