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GOLDEN LANGUR

Trachypithecus geei Khajuria, 1956

India, Bhutan
(2018)

Rekha Chetry, Dilip Chetry & P. C. Bhattacharjee

The Gelden langur (Trachypithecus geel = an
atiractive, rbores and diumal primate endesmic
to India and Bhutan in south-spst Asia. |t was
first discoverad by £ P. Gaa in 1953, As the rame
5Jggests, s coot color i golden orange, but cnly
during the breeding sexson - in the rest of the
year it bacomes creamy or dirty white. Ventral
coat color is comparatively ighter, and the galdan
orangs color s brighter in females than males. The
species is predaminantly arboreal, spending 95% of
its active bme in traas, foraging peimatily in the top
and middle sirata of forest canopies (Biswas 2004
However, in degradad habitats, they descend to
the ground (Chetry and Chetry 2009

Golden lsngurs  mature

2004). Troops are cchesive and both infra- and
niter-troop interactions are mesty pescaful The
anrual home range is between 10 and 58 ha for
diverse social troops in diffarant habeat conditions
{Chetry and Chetry 2009) and day path lengths
vary from 20010 700 m

The golden langur = diurmal. They spand, on an
annual basis, 128-33% of tme faeding, 40-
E3.1% resting, 6.3-19% in locomotion, 5-1L5%
menitoring, 2-3.7% playing and 0.3-6X grooming
{Mukherjee 1596 2002

2002; Medhi and Chetry
2003; Biswas 2004; Medhe 2004), At right goiden
angurs saact tall traes of few salacted species to
slep in Biswas 2004}

senially atter 57 years
for mates and & years for

Green laves (both young
and mature} form the maor

famales.  The bresding
sason 5 between June
and Jenuary and the birth
20500 15 Jaruary to June
The gestation panod is 168-
160 doays with ane infant
being born at a time, and
the inter-birth interval is two

Golden lanqur deaths
are being attributed
to electrocution on

power fines, road
accidents, and attacks
by domestic dogs

consttuent of the folvorous
golden langur’s diet Other
dominant food items include
fruits, seeds, flowers, stem
cortex and twigs from 200
plant and tree spaces. Gum
1ol, dgae, snais and alcohaic
effluence wre also important

years |Chetry and Cheby
2009 Sexusl harassment
is an inteqral part of the spaces’ reproductive
behaviour. Infants and 1o some extent, females
have bean identified as harassars.

The golden lsngur & highly secial and mairtaing
diverse forms of soceties: (1) uni-male, muki-
famale troops/harem troops (3-9 members with

268 male-famale ratio), (2) bi-male, mult
female troops {B-15 members with £:£.94 male-
female ratiol, (3) multi-male, mult-famale troops,
(4) o8 male bands (2-5 indeiduals) and (5) lore
males (Chetry and Chetry 2009). However, uni-
male, mult-famale truops or soceties are the
most stable ard comman form of socia! structure,
folowed by bi-male, mutt famale secietios [Biswas

spplements in the diet of
golden langurs (Madhi 2004
Hiswas 2004|. Their primary predstors are isopard
wid dog and python (Chetry o al 2005 Chery
o al 2018). Their anti-predator msponse vanes
according to the predator (Chatry et al 2007)

In India, ts datnbution extands over an aes
greater than 2,500 ke, bordered by the rvers
Manas in the exst, Sankosh in the west and the
Brahmaputra in the south (Srivasstava 1999)
Remarkably, Ram et al (2016} found thet the
fie and Champabati rvers are also acting as
ratural batriers to migration between golden
langqur populations in Assam Its dstnbution in
Bhutan is limited betwaen the Sankosh river and
Chamkhar-Mangde-Manas rver complex and

a




covers 3 range of 4782 km' (Wangchuk 2005,
Lhendup etal. 2018}

In india, the estmated swilable habitst for the
gddenw:isUSSItm‘ Wh’leitprimlri;
inhabits wet evergreen and topcal sami-
mmnmmm..usw.

onbuetal d

y forests.
In Bnutan svailabie habitat = 3475 k. cutof an
estimated 4,782 km’ potential habitat
2005). The preferred habitat here is warm broad-
leaved forests between 1,000 m and 2,600 m asl
and sublropical forests betwaen 200 m and 1,000
m L The golden langur shares its habitat with
three other primate species: Assamese macaque
(Macaca aszamensis) rhasus macaque (Macaca
mulstta) ard slow loris (Nycticebus bengalensiz),

The estimsted papuation size of the golden lsngur
in Bhutan is 6637 (Wargchuk 2005). In indis
Ghosh (2005) and Bswes o o (2010) obsarved
5141 indriduals in 566 troops. Thus, the globsl
culstion of he species 5 et 212000
(Chetry and Chetry 2008; Hoewich et al. 2013).

The consenation status of the goiden lngur,
according to the IUCN Red List, is Endangared Das
ef al 2008). The Widlife (Protaction] Act of inda
(1572) and the Forest and Nature Conservation Act
of Bhutan (1995) have classified the animal 25 a
Schedule- species, and itis an Appendix-| spacies
in CITES. In India, protected habitat & limited to
Manaz National Paric and the Chakrashila Widlife
Sanctuary. The combiration of habitat loss and
fragmentaton have already taken thes toll on
goldzn langur populatons in Indis where & is also
threatenad by encroschment, fegal tree faling,
fuel wood colection and cattie grazing (Chetry at
al. 2018). Srivastava et of. (2001) reported & 50%
loss of oniginal habitat of the species in Inda.

Due to severe shrinkage ard fragmentation eight
isolated populstions were wiped out from eight

forest patches between 1970 and 1990, Im
HAszam, India (Choudhury 2002). Moreover, at the
human-wildife interface, gokden langur deaths
are being attributed to electrocution on power
lines and road accidents (Chetry and Chetry 2003)
and they are increasingly attackad by dogs.

In Bhutan, the spacies is batter protected, with
50% of its habitat stuated within the protected
area network, including Royal Manas Natiora!

Park, Black Mountain National Park and Phipsoo
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Nevertheless, the spacies remains under pressure

fram a myriad of anthropogenic threats including

hmnt'nq land terure systemg ilflw\:m
shifti

logging (Wangchuix 2005). Humu &: most

severs threat has arisen from the k

GOLDEN LANGUR

These effarts would be complemented by habitat
restoration o reverse habitat loss. In instances
where it is not possble to connact fragments by

forestad comdars, 3 transiocation management
plan should be comsidered, o ranforce ramnant
popuistions.

M,[here-wdh:ymﬁmzd

u’h&ﬁeﬂhﬂgﬂvnl\amﬂlﬂwaa
result of the racently bult suspension bridges
over the Chamkhar river (Wangchuk et al. 2005;
Choudhury 2008; Ram etal. 2006). Alsrmingly, 15%
of the golden langur popuiation is now hybidsed
(Wangchuic 2005).

Consanation challenges are beely to incraase
despite current conservation initatives. There is
o doubk that the local administration and NGOs
are working at different levels to address the
thraats faced by the goiden langur. Yt the current
stuation calls for more effactve and contiruous
comservation action in crdar to sfeguard the
geiden langur and prevent & from bacoming
Cricaly Endangared.

T .y £ 4k |

lf:mmrmmhd ﬁmb; weadvomiua

needredﬁmly.uecogﬁedardsbh-xpm’s;feé
species action plan is needad, which includes the
recommendations included here.

wepmpmmll'uwmﬁopmdﬂuem
Forest {PRF), Bamungaon PRF, Nadangin Resarve
Forast (RF), Kakoisana RF and the Sankarhals ares

under the Bhaiabchura PRF should be declared
as Community Reserves and diracty imvolve the
local o th P

langur. In Aszam, the proposed Ripu Chirang
Wildife Sanctuary should be instated as eardy as
possible. Finsly, Chakrashils Widlife Sanctuary
alorg with its adjacent reserve forests such as
Sreegram, Katrigacha, Buxamara and Nadangin
Hil should be upgradad to a National Fark at the
exliest opporturity to ensure the presanvation of
the golden langurs habitats in India.

Secondly, we propose forest cormidors to connect
these forest fragments. Specifically, forested
cormdors should be created betwean (1) Chirang
RF to Bengtol RF to Manas RF in the northern
range of its population, {2} Chakrashila to Abhays
mmnwm‘mmm

to Knoragaon PRF, and (4] Nakkati to Kakojans
RF in the southem range, bprwdehrgulms
for the leng-term sunival of these popul

Qo I 2008 Sepon on dw Sertuson e popueon mea of Coklen
Sy Macypetecs gesl m iocobd Teroea Courcd Asam nds
rwat RN R Dos axd A fowe 20U Corsececn v fw cumeer
= of fw fokdee gy 0 Avam hda wen ieiearce © e oTae
torerason Merae Conerexos 7 7701

ermg § T Ugpen aeet I T 2000 Popubacn mrucasw I e e
of grider langus ITacihygitecis geef bt Royd Monas Notorsd Pak Bhan
. ol St S G730

Mechh R and O Owoy 2000 Sefuvewrsd fegorss of Colden Langer
Moachypetacs gral v Forem awi

w Pecpin s Trae for o133

Mok k2004 a W 1340
nd O Then Azom haa

Mswene 7 7 1908 Tl on fw Soma 3 Sy o Godn Lage,

Socey

Ram LS S M @mur J e S Ao 1 T e G Urogsey Z0U5 Ganeec
ety 3dd Eractew avorg acbied poputaom of B Dnargered leea
Pt rgy v Az it AL 0N DI (Doise

Stezecaa A, L Bee ) Onoard 7 Bestone 2001 %o aet dertuson
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Meromiogy 55 15-23
Wrgchk 1.0 e 2005 A
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