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Abstract : Like other cvosy stems. wetlands are also con frontad 10 a varien of deterrerss
leading to its premature degeneration. This PAIPeT 5 an allempt 10 cyarnine the poo-
ecological status of the Hakila heel in Nagaon district, Assam and 2lso the faceors
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wetland biodiversin. The study has been carriad o on the Hahila beal which is one of
the prominent wetlands in Nagzon disrict of Assemn. The loca! peopke have encroached

wetland areas for sustaining their livelThood. Thess haveresultad in

dreadil conditons

of wetland habitet and reduced the level of biadiversin. Therefore, 2 comprebensive
study s very important 1o put forwand some conservation and management practices.
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Introduction

Wetlands are considered as the most
productive ecosystems in the world which
provide resources and different kind of
services to the concerned human society
(Khan. er a/. 2009, Millennium Ecosyvstem,
2003). It is important to note that although
wetlands constitute 6 percent of the earth
surface but it has the abiliny 1o produce 24
percent of the primary production (Goldie.
2001). The ever increasing population and
limited natural resources has become difficult

to make dacision towards uncontroversial
landuse pattern (Katherine, 1990). | ke amy
other natural entities wetlands have slso
been confronting growing pressure snd
threat from a variety of natural and man-
made factors. During the recent peried
man-made factors have provad to be highly
invasive and destructive towards the loss
of wetland biodiversity. (Walker, ez
al 1987). It is noteworthy that the
conversion of wetlands for agricultursl
purpose is considerad as the principal cause
of wetland degradation (Dahl, 2000). Sinee



