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Material Culture with Special
Reference to Spinning and Weaving
of the Bodos

Ms. Bhairabi Baro

Abstract | :

Culture is considered to be one of the most important
aspects of social life that defines a man to be called as social
being. It is the life blood of every society that sustains people
providing a sense of direction and distinct identity for its
members. Material culture is one of the aspects of culfure
manifested by physical objects and architecture of a society.
Bodo — one of the major tribes of Assam — has its own unique,
rich and colourful culture expressed in terms of different
traditional attires, customs, music etc. Like many other tribal
societies, weaving is an integral part of Bodo culture that
reflects the uniqueness of its material culture. In ancient time,
woman with artistic skills of weaving was given high respect in
the society. Since time immemorial, Bodo women have been
creating splendid designs on their traditional attires with the
help of handlooms and other hand-made weaving tools. Today,
globalization that intermingles Bodo traditional dresses with
modern cheap market-driven dresses is considered to be one
of the most serious threats fo traditional weaving. The present
DPaper is an attempt to explore the traditional weaving and ifs
cultural importance in Bodo society.

Keywords : Material Culture, Bodo, Weaving,
Handloom, Globalization.



